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In 2018, Kevin Morrison, an internationally recognized scholar of Victorian literature
and nineteenth-century cultural studies, made an unusual decision: he joined Henan
University as a Distinguished Foreign Professor. Eight years later, he remains in the
classroom, guiding students through nineteenth-century British novels while working with
colleagues to edit international journals and build scholarly networks.



At Henan University, Morrison has taught a range of core courses reaching hundreds
of undergraduate and graduate students. His teaching extends beyond literary plots and
themes to the structures of academic argument, the standards of international peer
review, and the conventions of presenting research at academic conferences.

Beyond the classroom, Morrison has devoted considerable attention to developing
students and younger scholars. Since joining Henan University, he has assisted in
supervising five master’s students through graduation and currently assists in supervising
21 master’s students and two doctoral students. He has also actively supported the
development of early- and mid-career faculty, helping to cultivate a cohort of promising
younger scholars.

To advance the long-term development of the field, Morrison founded the Society
for Global Nineteenth-Century Studies and established Global.Nineteenth_Century.
Studies, serving as its founding editor. He has helped create a professional and
international platform for scholarship in British and American literature, worked to secure
the journal’s inclusion in major international indexes, and developed an academic network
spanning six continents and fourteen countries. These initiatives have substantially
enhanced the international visibility and scholarly influence of British and American literary
studies at Henan University.

An active participant in the international scholarly community, Morrison has also
worked extensively to promote academic exchange between China and the wider world.
Since joining Henan University, he has chaired, organized, or participated in more than
twenty international academic conferences and has traveled to the United States, United
Kingdom, Germany, Australia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and other countries to
lecture and present his research. He has also helped recruit international scholars and
supported the development of regular international academic forums.

From the United States to Henan, Morrison’s journey may appear to span mountains
and seas. From his perspective, however, it has simply meant moving his desk to another
place with a passion for scholarship.

The profile was subsequently adapted for international audiences by the Zhengzhou
International Media Communication Center (ZMICC).



